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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Hong Kong Internet Registration Corporation Limited 

(HKIRC) on Thursday 16 May 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at Theatre A, 22/F United Centre, 95 Queensway, 

Admiralty, Hong Kong 

 

Present  

Members / Member Representatives: 

Mr. CHAN Sai Ming, Simon Chairman 

Mr. BOURDEAUDUCQ Sebastien Representing M-Labs Ltd. 

Ms. BRADLEY Gomersall Elizabeth Representing EGB Ltd. 

Mr. CHAN Tik Yuen Member & also representing TAG Digital Ltd. 

Mr. CHEUNG Nin Sang Henry CAP Member 

Mr. CHEUNG Shing Kit Member 

Mr. FUNG Chi Wai Chris Member & also representing  

CITIC Telecom Int’l CPC Ltd. 

Mr. HO Stephen Director & also representing  

Communications Assn. of HK Ltd. 

Mr. KAN Kin Leung, Leo Director & also representing Mr. Paul KAN,   

Ms. MAK Man Yee, Cindy and Champion Technology Ltd. 

Mr. LAM David Representing Exceller Ligue Int’l Ltd. 

Mr. LAU Howard Representing Professional Information Security Assn. 

Mr. LAU Tak Man Member 

Dr. LEE Woon Ming Wendy Director & also representing Cherish Media Co. Ltd 

Mr. MOK Charles Member 

Mr. PANG Tsz Kit Gabriel Director & also representing Firedog Computer  

Entertainment Ltd. 

Mr. POON Herman Representing P&H Worldwide Co 

Mr. WEBB David Michael Member & also Representing  

Fundamental Consultants Ltd. 

Mr. WONG Chi Kwong Representing Office of the Government Chief 

Information Officer 

Mr. WONG Wai Wo Richard Representing Digigraphic (HK) Ltd. 

Mr. YAU Leroy Representing Information Systems Audit & Control Assn 

Mr. YIP Lento Director & also representing HK Internet Service 

Providers Assn. & 2012 Ltd. 

Mr. ZHANG Li Representing China Mobile HK Co. Ltd. 
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Guests:  

Mr. CHAN Nick CAP Member 

Mr. HUANG Chris CAP Member 

  

Scrutineers:  

Ms. LAI Rachel Patrick Wong CPA Limited 

Ms. TONG Kary Patrick Wong CPA Limited 

Mr. TSANG Andy Patrick Wong CPA Limited 

  

Auditors:  

Ms. CHEUNG Ivy Partner, Audit, KPMG 

Mr. KONG Ken Partner, Audit, KPMG 

Mr. NG Cedric Manager, Audit, KPMG 

 

 

1. Ms. Maria Cheong, the M.C. of the 2019 Annual General Meeting (“AGM”), welcomed all participants. 

She informed the participants that the AGM was about to begin and then proceeded to go through a 

number of administrative matters. 

 

2. Firstly, the meeting would be conducted in English. During the AGM, ten minutes would be allotted for 

questions for each topic from the floor. A number of guidelines were put forward, to which Ms. Maria 

Cheong explained that they were implemented to ensure the AGM would be conducted on a timely 

manner and sufficient time would be allocated for discussion of each matter. No objection was made to 

these guidelines.  

 

3. Ms. Maria Cheong then announced the commencement of the AGM and invited the Chairman to give his 

address to the attendees. 

 

Chairman’s address 

 

Agenda item 1: “Chairman’s address”. 

 

1. The Chairman announced that there were 4 matters to be discussed, where 3 matters were to be voted 

on. All resolutions discussed in the AGM would be decided by voting by poll on a one-member-one-vote 

basis. Email and postal votes were collected from members and these votes were submitted before 6:30 

pm on 15 May 2019. The Scrutineers had verified and counted these votes before the AGM. The 

Chairman said that the members present at the AGM who had not casted votes should have received 

on-site voting forms. The Chairman reminded the members to complete the voting forms before the end 

of the voting period in the AGM and put it into the ballot box. The Scrutineers would then verify and count 
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the on-site votes together with the email and postal votes and the results would be announced thereafter. 

The Chairman asked if members had any questions on the arrangement. There was no question from 

the floor.  

 

2. The Chairman presented his report for the year of 2018.  

 

“Despite the fast-changing digital landscape, HKIRC has made progress across the year strategically 

and operationally. Facing the growing cyber security threats in the world, HKIRC regards cyber security 

and system stability as high priority tasks for the Company while maintaining smooth and effective 

operation. 

 

Having signed the Domain Name System Security Extensions (“DNSSEC”) for .hk and .香港 domain 

name with the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (“ICANN”), HKIRC kick-started 

DNSSEC as a standard to safeguard Hong Kong as the international financial hub from cybercrime in 

May 2018. The Company has been promoting the wide adoption of DNSSEC to the industry and the 

public. The number of domain names adopting DNSSEC in Hong Kong has been increasing steadily and 

the DNSSEC validation rate is over 50%, one of the highest validation rate cities in Asia. 

 

Besides, HKIRC was well-prepared for the ICANN’s request to change the main cryptographic key for the 

root zone on October 12. With considerable planning and testing with local internet service providers, 

enterprises and business associations, no domain name services in Hong Kong were reported to have 

been negatively affected by the rollover. 

 

Network security and stability remains one of the key strategic focuses of HKIRC. HKIRC will continue 

invest more resources to ensure the system security and stability. Furthermore, HKIRC has committed to 

becoming ISO27001 certified to demonstrate that the Company’s ability to manage information security 

is in line with international best practice. 

 

Last year, HKIRC appointed an independent consulting firm to conduct a review of its corporate 

governance. The report found that HKIRC had established appropriate corporate governance practices. 

The Company will also follow up on the recommendations and findings of the report. 

 

In 2018, HKIRC organized the 10th annual Digital Marketplace Seminar in August themed ‘Mobile 

Payment: Digital Transformation from Customers to Merchants’. Speakers from service providers, 

merchants, research institutes and HK Police Force were invited to share their insights and the trend of 

mobile payment. Around 400 participants were attracted to the seminar. Additionally, HKIRC participated 

in the Cloud Expo Asia, HKTDC International ICT Expo as well as the SmartBiz Expo to promote .hk 

domain to local and overseas visitors. The annual HKIRC members’ gathering was also successfully held 

in December to bring together members, cyber security experts and industry professionals to share 

industry news and trends. ” 
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3. Mr David Webb spoke during the time Chairman was presenting the report. He noted the Chairman’s 

address made herein had already been included in the Chairman’s Statement in the Annual Report of 

2019, which had already been made available to the members in advance. He opined that time could be 

spent on debating the issues faced by HKIRC instead and suggested to take the report “as-read” and to 

proceed to other businesses of the meeting. Mr. Chan Tik Yuen however expressed that he would like to 

hear the Chairman’s address. The Chairman said he would go on with his address, subject to any 

comments from the floor.  

 

The Chairman continued:-“With the aim to assist the local internet communities and to promote the 

adoption of .hk among the youth, HKIRC has been involved in a wide range of Internet Community 

Projects. HKIRC has been organizing the 2018/2019 ‘Web Accessibility Recognition Scheme’. The 

Scheme was organized by the Office of Government Chief Information Officer (“OGCIO”) and the Equal 

Opportunities Commission before. The number of applicants this time has hit record high since it was 

launched in 2014. To further promote the enrollment of enterprises and organisations of all sizes, 

‘Friendly Website’ and ‘Friendly Mobile App’ are newly added, which serve as entry-level recognitions for 

enterprises and organisations that do not have many resources allocating to upgrade their websites. We 

consider that a little move on their websites/mobile Apps can bring some help to the people in need. 

 

Partnering with secondary schools and service providers in Hong Kong, HKIRC has launched ‘iStudent 

Programme’ with an aim to provide a platform for students to develop their own website and build web 

presence in the Internet world. HKIRC has also sponsored various industry programmes, such as the 

incubator programmes, university social enterprise challenges programme, underwater robot contest, 

etc. 

 

In closing, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to each member of the Board of Directors and all 

staff for their integral commitment, dedication and hard work.” 

 

 

Adoption of Audited Financial Statements/Directors’ & Auditors’ Report 

 

Agenda item 2: “To Consider and adopt the audited financial statements and Directors’ and Auditor’s 

reports of the Company for the year ended 31st December 2018”. 

 

4. The Chairman reported that the financial statements and reports were sent to members by email 

together with the Notice of the AGM on 18 April 2019. Copies of HKIRC’s Annual Report including the 

statements and reports were also available at the AGM. The Chairman asked if there were any 

questions from the members.  

 

5. Mr David Webb introduced himself to the floor. He took the view that HKIRC was set up originally under 
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a non-profit basis to provide a registry service. It was intended that the registration fees would be 

reviewed from time-to-time to cover HKIRC’s expenses incurred. He also opined that HKIRC should 

review the position of the subsidiary business. Further, he opined that HKIRC should re-focus its 

business in being a registry on non-profit basis and to promote “.hk” domain. In the circumstance, he 

urged the members to vote against Agenda item 2, not because these Financial Statements were not 

properly prepared in accordance with the prescribed accounting standards, but to protest against the 

business directions taken by HKIRC.  

 

6. Mr. Henry Cheung opined that the Agenda Item 2 was not about the general business direction of 

HKIRC. As Mr David Webb had accepted the accounts were done professionally and to utmost standard 

of the accounting industry, therefore, the members should vote solely on the item listed on the Agenda 

and nothing else.  

 

7. Mr. Wilson Wong, the CEO of HKIRC thanked Mr David Webb and Mr Henry Cheung for their comments. 

He explained that the Board of HKIRC would review the pricing and business model from time-to-time. 

The Board would look into the Mr David Webb’s suggestions and consider implementing some of his 

advices in the coming year. Mr. Wilson Wong concluded that it was good to have another perspective 

from Mr David Webb to assist the Board.  

 

8. Mr. Chris Huang considered that the Board took their responsibilities seriously. He gave an example that 

HKIRC had engaged PricewaterhouseCoopers to review the corporate governance structure of HKIRC. 

He opined that the Board’s duty had been satisfied for preparation of Auditor’s Statements and Mr David 

Webbs’ comments on the pricing should not be taken as a factor for the members to consider for this 

Agenda item. 

 

9. Ms. Maria Cheong announced that it was the end of the discussion session. The Chairman proposed 

and Mr. Henry Cheung seconded to adopt the audited financial statements and Directors’ and Auditor’s 

reports of the Company for the year ended 31st December 2018. 

 

Appointment of KPMG as the Auditors of HKIRC 

 

Agenda item 3: “To consider the appointment of KPMG to provide year-end audit, tax computation and 

return and ancillary services to the Company and its subsidiary for the year 2019 at a fee of 

HK$264,900”. 

 

10. The Chairman reported that KPMG had been the auditors of HKIRC since 2008 and their performance 

had been satisfactory. The Audit Committee and the Board recommended their reappointment. He 

therefore proposed and Mr. Richard Wong seconded to appoint KPMG as the auditors of HKIRC for the 

year 2019.  
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Election of Director 

 

Agenda item 4: “To elect one (1) Director for the Supply Class” 

 

11. The Chairman drew the members’ attention to Article 37 of the HKIRC Memorandum and Articles of 

Association, that the office of any Non-Appointed Director shall continue until the third annual general 

meeting after his last election. Since the 2019 AGM was the third AGM for Mr. Lento Yip after his election 

on 19-May-2016, Mr. Lento Yip shall retire at the 2019 AGM. 

 

12. There was one candidate, Mr. LI Ming Pan, Ben, standing for election for the Supply Class this year. His 

election was proposed by 2012 Limited and seconded by Speedy Group Corp. Limited. Mr. Li was out of 

town so he could not join the AGM but his profile and platform of the candidate for election had been 

posted on the HKIRC website for several weeks before the AGM.  

 

13. According to Articles of Association of the Article 40(d) of the HKIRC Memorandum and Articles of 

Association, if on the close of the nomination period, the number of candidates standing for election to 

the Board for a class is equal to or less than the number of vacancies for such class, the nominated 

candidates shall be deemed to be elected.  Since Mr. LI was the only nominee for the Supply Class, the 

Chairman announced that Mr. LI was automatically elected as the Director for the Supply Class.  

 

Change of Article 

 

14. The Chairman informed the members that the last item on the Agenda of the AGM was the special 

resolution to amend Article 6A(a) and 6A(b) of the Articles of Association of HKIRC. The proposed 

amendments were indicated in the Notice of AGM and were also projected on the screen displayed in 

the AGM. The Chairman proceeded to read out the proposed amendments and invited comments from 

the floor in relation to the proposed change of Article 6A(a) and 6A(b).  

 

15. Mr David Webb raised three points. Firstly, he understood that the proposed amendment of the Articles 

was made on recommendation of the corporate governance consultant of HKIRC, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers in their report. He asked whether HKIRC can publish the report after the AGM. 

Secondly, about the words “Service Partner” in Article 6A(a)(iii). He was of the view that the definition of 

“Service Partner” should be expanded to include people who resell domains that were managed by the 

registrar. Thirdly, in relation to the addition of Article 6A(a)(iv), he pointed out there would have 

overlapping between the different categories within Supply Class. He expressed that one single member 

class could be considered.  
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16. Mr. Wilson Wong replied as follows: Firstly, in relation to PricewaterhouseCoopers’s report, he would 

look into whether we could publish. Secondly for Mr David Webb’s question regarding the issue on 

“Service Partner”, Mr. Wilson Wong explained that he would seek legal advice on it. For Mr David 

Webb’s third point, Mr. Wilson Wong thanked Mr David Webb’s suggestion and said we could review it in 

the future.  

 

17. Mr. Chris Huang added that he agreed to have a separate class for different members because it was 

beneficial to HKIRC to have views from the members from the Demand Class and Supply Class. Mr 

David Webb asked members to consider again whether to pass the amendment or not.  

 

18. The Chairman thanked Mr David Webb for his comments and proposed to pass the change of Article 

6A(a) and 6A(b) of the Articles of Association of HKIRC and Mr. Herman Poon seconded. 

 

Voting on Resolution 

 

19. Members were invited to vote. The Chairman reminded the members to complete their voting forms and 

place them into the ballot box.  

 

20. During the voting, Mr David Webb asked why members could not vote online and urged HKIRC to 

updates its website. Mr. Wilson Wong replied that HKIRC will look into arranging an online voting system 

and the website revamp would be carried out within 2019.   

 

21. The Chairman noted all members had casted their vote and he invited the Scrutineers to count the votes. 

The meeting was adjourned.  

 

Announcement of the Result of Voting 

 

22. The Chairman reconvened the meeting and announced the result of the voting as follows: 

 

 For Against 

Agenda Item 2 48 10 

Agenda Item 3 57 1 

Agenda Item 5 49 7 
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23. Since the percentage of “for” votes for item 2 was 82.7%, item 2 was passed. It was resolved that the 

audited Financial Statements and Directors’ and Auditors’ reports of the Company for the year ended 31 

December 2018 were adopted. 

 

24. Since the percentage of “for” votes for item 3 was 98.2%, item 3 was passed. It was resolved that the 

appointment of KPMG to provide year-end audit, tax computation and return and ancillary services to 

the Company and its subsidiary for year 2018 at a fee of HK$264,900 was approved. 

 

25. Since the percentage of “for” votes for item 3 was 87.5%, item 3 was passed. It was resolved that the 

Articles of Association of HKIRC be amended as follows:- 

 

(1) THAT  Article 6A(a) shall be altered and substituted as:- 

 

 “(i) any person who is a Registry Operator (apart from the Company itself) for any level of 

Internet domain names under the Hong Kong country code top level domain “.hk ccTLD 

and .香港”; 

 

   (ii) any person who is a Registrar (accredited by the Company) for any level of Internet 

domain names under the Hong Kong country code top level domain “.hk ccTLD and .香

港”; 

 

   (iii) any person who is a Service Partner in respect of domain name registration for any level 

of Internet domain names under the Hong Kong country code top level domain “.hk ccTLD 

and .香港”; 

   (iv) any person who, in the opinion of the Board, is a service provider of  

e-commerce or Internet-related services or any association representing the interests of 

such person.” 

 

(2) THAT in Article 6A(b), the word “which” shall be replaced by the word “who”. 

 

There being no other business, the Chairman announced that the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Confirmed the day 30th June of 2019 

 

 

(SD.) Mr. Simon Chan 

__________________________________________ 

Chairman 

Hong Kong Internet Registration Corporation Limited 


