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2022 marked the 20th anniversary of HKIRC. Thanks to the
guidance and support of the Government, the sector and former
Chairmen and Directors, HKIRC has effectively accomplished
its tasks and fulfilled its mission. We would like to take this
opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to all parties.

Amid the pandemic in the past three years, HKIRC has not
forgotten its mission, navigated through the difficult times with
Hong Kong people together and actively promoted business
expansion. The “.hk” domain name has continued to become
an iconic local brand image, well-acclaimed by businesses
and individual users who have shifted their focus towards the
online shopping market; meanwhile, HKIRC has also provided
greater support for SMEs by proactively assisting them in their
digital transformation and therefore promoting the economic and
trade development of Hong Kong. HKIRC has been promoting
the multiple advantages of “.hk” domain names to the business
community and the public, attracting companies to use “.hk” when
tapping into the e-commerce market. As a result, the number of
“.hk” users has been on the rise for the past 20 years and has
remained stable during the economic downturn, reflecting the
support for and trust in “.hk” of various communities. HKIRC
will also take up the mission by providing a full suite of reliable
“.hk” domain name services, playing as a platform representing
Hong Kong that serves the Hong Kong-based companies to yield
brilliant results in various fields.
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Since its inception, HKIRC has been encouraging the public to
make use of the Internet to develop e-commerce, which is in
line with the Government's efforts to develop Hong Kong into
an international innovation and technology hub. Against this
backdrop, the Domain Name System managed by HKIRC serves
as the infrastructure of the Internet world, connecting users with
the Internet and laying an important cornerstone of e-commerce.
However, with increasingly frequent cyberattacks, HKIRC, as a
player in the sector, undertakes its responsibilities to contribute
to safeguarding cyber security. Over the past few years, we have
been actively advocating the importance of cyber security, from
assisting the business community in dealing with cyber security
threats to providing training resources, in the hope of spreading
cyber security awareness and protecting the interests of the Hong
Kong Internet community to the greatest extent.

We have learnt from the experience accumulated in the past that
the best way to deal with cyber threats is to take a proactive
approach by optimising and upgrading systems and enhancing
security awareness in advance to eliminate any loophole that
may be taken advantage of by lawbreakers. As such, HKIRC,
with its professional and reliable team, will further provide
improvement suggestions to enterprises’ websites, thus blocking
the avenues open to attackers to launch their attacks. HKIRC
has always been committed to the security of the Internet as its
primary goal, and therefore provides free website security scan
service to protect “.hk” users’ online safety, and the number of
organisations receiving free website scans continues to increase
every year; in addition, we will allocate additional resources
to provide free cyber security training content for enterprises
to use, and prepare a Cybersec Training Hub CyberHub.hk
for SMEs to provide advice on the security risks in their daily
work from the perspective of employees in different positions in
various industries, and provide appropriate training content with
a focus on enhancing relevant cyber security awareness, thereby
benefiting more enterprises. Tens of thousands of employees
have completed the training within six months since the launch of
the project. Meanwhile, Cybersec Infohub, jointly established by
HKIRC and OGCIO, has also been serving as a bridge between
the industry and exchanging the latest security information, which
is well received from all sectors, especially in the banking sector.
The number of its members has also increased significantly by
5 times since its inception, reflecting the deep thirst for cyber
security information in the community. In the long run, we hope to
provide better protection and safer cyberspace for all “.hk” users
to address increasing cyber security threats.
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Nowadays, the young generation has access to the Internet
from an early age, thus training students on cyber security is
also an important part of HKIRC's mission. In terms of student
training, HKIRC used to focus on secondary school students, but
since last year it has also broadened its target to primary school
students, with a view to providing appropriate training as early as
possible by instilling knowledge and awareness of cyber security
in a fun way. In addition to primary school students, we continued
to promote our Cyber Youth Programme among senior secondary
school students this year, providing them with practical and
professional knowledge to inspire them to join the sector in the
future and inject new blood into the scarce cyber security talent
pool.

With the digital transformation across various industries, the
demand for domain name services is expected to increase; and
due to increasingly frequent cyber security threats, we believe
that more challenges will come HKIRC's way. However, with the
support of the Government and the industry together with the
collaboration across HKIRC, we will overcome all difficulties.

The National 14th Five-Year Plan has positioned Hong Kong as
an international innovation and technology hub, together with
the Blueprint for the development of innovation and technology
in Hong Kong previously mentioned by the government, HKIRC
will actively participate in the joint construction and development
of what Hong Kong’s Internet needs for the implementation of
relevant measures. HKIRC will take actions in various aspects:
to support start-ups and SMEs to enhance their understanding
and awareness of cyber security and enhance the security in the
Internet world by providing free cyber scanning, cyber security
training and information platforms; to help the new generation
adapt to the digital era through internship programmes, youth
programmes and others, and to inspire and cultivate young
talents from primary and secondary schools. HKIRC will also
provide a robust network system and maintain online status to
ensure the stable and organised development of e-commerce;
deepen its relationship with the international Internet industry,
engage in more exchanges and cooperation, promote the
advantages of the “.hk”, and respond to the directions set out in
the Blueprint; deepen our collaboration with the government and
the sector to invest more in broadening cybersecurity services
and expanding the promotion of web accessibility and digital
inclusion; and encourage youth participation online in a right
manner, so as to contribute to Hong Kong’s positioning as an
international innovation and technology hub.

| would also like to express my appreciation and gratitude to
the Directors for their confidence and our members, business
partners and all “.hk” domain name holders for their support in
the past, and look forward to a brighter and more prosperous
decade ahead.
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