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HKIRC's key mandate is to provide top quality .hk domain name
registration services for the local community. One of the indicators
of our performance is the number of .hk registrations.

Types of .hk and .%# Domain Names

The types of domain names available for registration are the
same as those for the year 2013. We have two types of .hk and
F# domain names — Specific and Generic domains.

The table below illustrates the types and number of .hk and . &
# domain names registered as of 31 December 2014:
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Table 1 - Types and numbers of domain names registered as of 31 December 2014
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Total Registrations

There has been a healthy growth in the total number of registered
domain names in the past eleven years, as illustrated by the table
below.
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Table 2 - Total number of .hk and . % registrations (as of 31 December 2014)
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The percentage growth of the number of registrations in 2014 is
more than that in 2013. This may be due to the price reductions in
2012 and 2013 and more effort on the part of our registrars to sell
.hk. We hope that the growth rate will increase further in 2015.

Registered but non-utilised .hk and .7 # domain names
Up to 2014, the total number of .hk domain name registrations was
272,833. Some of the registered domain names may not actually
be put to use (i.e. web address pointing to website, email address).
The table below shows the proportion of registered .hk domain
names that were known to be unused.
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12/2005 6.45% 17.28% 35.79% 12.98%
12/2006 8.7% 17.08% 30.33% 14.96%
12/2007 10.97% 51.98% 37.52% 21.34%
12/2008 12.39% 44.35% 23.47% 17.23%
12/2009 13.67% 38.44% 23.37% 17.87%
12/2010 14.94% 61.87% 23.53% 18.88%
12/2011 15.84% 61.50% 23.15% 19.34%
12/2012 16.82% 62.57% 22.28% 19.41%
12/2013 17.28% 48.71% 22.88% 19.85%
12/2014 19.98% 44.84% 22.02% 19.90%

Table 3 — Statistics on non-utilised .hk and .&# domain names
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Overall, more than 80% of registered .nk domain names are likely
to put to use. More Specific .hk and .&# domain names are in
use compared with Generic .hk and .F# domain names. This
shows that more registrants of the Generic .hk and .%&# have
registered the names for the purpose of reserving them rather
than actually putting them to use.
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