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".hk" and ". &F# " Community

HKIRC is committed to serving the Internet community and
promoting the adoption of ".hk" and ". &7 " domain name services
by different sectors to facilitate the growth of a digitally inclusive
environment.

In the past year, HKIRC has continued to ensure the accuracy and
stability of the ".hk” . HKIRC’s continued efforts to ensure the
accuracy and stability of ".hk" and ". &% " domain name services
in the past year demonstrated our commitment to providing a
safe and secure Internet environment for domain name holders to
develop their online businesses.

Strengthening the IT Infrastructure

HKIRC's most important mission is to provide high quality and
professional services to all ".hk" and ". &4 " domain name holders.
Therefore, HKIRC has been strengthening its IT infrastructure
and upgrading it regularly in order to maintain the system in a
sound and optimal condition at all times. In the past year, we have
upgraded our security gateway system and corporate network
access control system to enhance the security level of our office
network.

To further enhance the reliability of our domain name system
services, we have joined hands with the China Internet Network
Information Centre (CNNIC) in a project to incorporate our domain
name system into any broadcast of the CNNIC domain name
system. This will not only improve the reliability of our Hong
Kong DNS services through the backup of our US and European
partners, but also the backup of our Chinese partners. In case of
any problem with the US and European DNS broadcasts, our DNS
response can also be backed up by the CNNIC DNS broadcasts,
which enhances the reliability and resilience of our DNS services.
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Expanding ".hk" Market Share

HKIRC's primary mission is to provide quality ".hk" and ". &% " domain
name registration services to the Internet community. As such,
HKIRC maintains good business relationships with accredited
registrars. We also actively encourage registrars to promote ".hk"
and ". && " domain names within their own markets to create more
favourable conditions for the sustainable development of the
corporate market.

In recent years, the business exchanges between Hong Kong
and Chinese Mainland, especially in the Greater Bay Area cities,
have become increasingly close. HKIRC is actively promoting in
Chinese Mainland, collaborating with leading registrars to enhance
the visibility of ".hk" and ". &% " domain names in the region and
improve promotional effectiveness. Additionally, in the international
market, HKIRC continues to work with registrars in Europe and
Southeast Asia to expand the global recognition and influence of
the ".hk" domain.

Looking ahead, HKIRC will focus its business development on
strengthening cooperation with registrars to create synergies and
expand its influence. By establishing a global business network,
HKIRC expects to increase connections with potential registrars
worldwide, thereby broadening its business coverage.

Promoting ".hk" and ". &% " as Digital Asset Protection

HKIRC is committed to promoting ".hk" and ". &7 " top-level domains
as essential elements for online business and the protection of
personal digital assets, particularly in areas like intellectual property,
trademarks, and brand licensing. To promote the ".hk" domain and
", & 7 " Chinese domain names in Chinese Mainland, HKIRC has
launched an official WeChat and Xiaohongshu account. The
content will highlight the numerous advantages of using the ".hk"
domain, emphasizing how it can facilitate business expansion
and enhance online visibility in this rapidly growing market. By
utilizing the ".hk" domain, businesses can establish a strong
presence in Hong Kong while effectively reaching customers in
Chinese Mainland. Additionally, HKIRC provides information on
registration procedures, renewal processes, and other domain-
related services, along with recommendations for protecting and
managing domains. Beyond ".hk" domain services, HKIRC also
offers the ".hk domain Lock" service, which effectively ensures
security through dual locking of the domain.
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Public Mission

As businesses actively advance their digital transformation and
enter the e-commerce market, all stakeholders must embrace
innovative technologies to collaboratively build a smart city known
for its robust economy, community care, inclusivity, and high
quality of life.

HKIRC's mission is to promote the widespread application of the
Internet, focusing on building a secure, accessible, and inclusive
online ecosystem. We strive tirelessly to provide appropriate
support for various Internet users, including enhancing
cybersecurity measures and paying special attention to individuals
with unique digital needs. We encourage businesses to adopt
accessible design in their applications. In fulfilling our public
mission, HKIRC has continued to drive multiple projects over the
past year in the areas of cybersecurity and digital inclusion.

Free Website Security Scanning and
Healthy Web Service

HKIRC is dedicated to enhancing awareness of cybersecurity
across various sectors, safeguarding the rights of ".hk" users and
the local Internet community, and collaboratively striving to create
a digital metropolis that is integrated, secure, innovative, and
internationalized, allowing Hong Kong to thrive in the digital realm.

We understand that many small and medium-sized enterprises
face challenges due to limited resources when it comes to
identifying and addressing cybersecurity issues. One of the best
ways to protect a website is to remain vigilant and conduct regular
system scans and checks, proactively identifying vulnerabilities to
prevent potential threats.

HKIRC offers free website security scanning services for ".hk"
users, including detailed security reports and consultations to
help users understand the cybersecurity risks they may face
and to assist them in recognizing potential crises, enabling early
resolution of any issues. In conjunction with the Healthy Web
service, we actively help ".hk" users detect potential vulnerabilities
in their websites through comprehensive checks, including critical
factors such as cybersecurity settings and web server versions.

As of the end of 2025, HKIRC conducted free scans for over
60,000 user websites, identifying existing vulnerabilities that
enhance the vigilance of ".hk" users. This enables them to
effectively protect their online assets from potential threats,
attacks, and fraud risks, thereby fully safeguarding the rights of
".hk" users.

NI ED

BECRRBHERNBLTESEFEHHS
BERMELABBRARIFEI - HEMFITEN
EERRERE) HefEHR  ERERSRBE
A M4 R A S S o

HKIRCHRERENEHEMBENERER > &
AR E « BEERNAROEEES AR
PIEHTEM A TENEHRATAESRREENS
% - BEMBERZEEE > RSRIERHREE
BROAL > B TEERAEERRSANER 5
BT RRES > HKIRC BE—EREEERAEZE
MBS HRM AT DS T ZERE -

RERALZERER THAERE) R

HKIRC B )& RHNAB Z2m0H  RE

Fhk) ARMAMEBEBELENED  HESH
TE—ERE » 22 » BRI BFLRE
g RERTBSEETEDERE -

KRB Z /N ETH AR REE 2 2 ME
B BEEEEREMRAKE - Bt - REMWMH
REDZZ-ERHZAREER > ERETRGRE
MiRE > THERARRRAUBGBENGR -

HKIRC & l.hkl BRREZENHLZ 2 FHER
¥ SESHENELZEREHRENEN > EEhA
BT RaOMAEmBRNEERRE  HEItMERE
R BN R IMEABENRE -
e TERE BEZ2REEERE > THEY
Fhk) APRBAEMBILCIEEENRE  £17%

FHENFARS > SEAKZERENBRARS
MRAZRREAR -

B E 2025 F X » HKIRC B 73838 60,000 A F 48

WETRERE > BHRIRERE > B8RS .hky

BRESN > FHE %@ﬁi&f%%%ﬁt?éé > R

S EBEENLE  RENFRARNEE - 1
75 4R Thky FIF HOMEEE o

HONG KONG INTERNET REGISTRATION CORPORATION LIMITED ~ ANNUAL REPORT 2025



Cybersecurity Seminar Series

To foster a culture of cybersecurity awareness and ensure the
industry understands best practices in cybersecurity operations,
HKIRC hosted multiple seminars this year. These seminars aimed
to enhance “.hk” users' understanding of critical cybersecurity
issues and share defensive strategies. Topics covered included
cross-border data flows, cybersecurity awareness, responding to
cyber threats, and building an accessible digital environment.

Cyber Attack and Defence Elite Training and
Tournament 2025

The Cyber Attack and Defence Elite Training and Tournament 2025
was successfully concluded with over 1,400 elite participants,
setting a new record in participation. Through practical drills
and technical training, the competition provided a platform for
youths and practitioners aspiring to join the cybersecurity industry
to showcase their skills. The competition covered penetration
testing and defense strategies, effectively enhancing participants'
practical experience and technical proficiency in responding to
cyber-attacks.

2025 China Cybersecurity Week

HKIRC, as part of the Hong Kong cybersecurity industry
delegations, attended the 2025 China Cybersecurity Week main
venue events in Kunming and the 2025 Guangdong Cybersecurity
Week events in Zhuhai. During the visits, the delegations engaged
in in-depth exchanges with Mainland industry counterparts to
jointly explore the challenges and opportunities of cybersecurity in
the digital era.

2025 China Cybersecurity Week Hong Kong Sub-forum

The 2025 China Cybersecurity Week Hong Kong Sub-forum
was successfully held on 19 September 2025, co-organised by
HKIRC and the Digital Policy Office, themed "Let's Secure as we
Digitalise". The forum brought together industry stakeholders to
share experiences and discuss the latest strategies for addressing
cyber threats. The forum also emphasised the importance of
protecting critical infrastructure and cybersecurity monitoring,
ensuring the safe and stable operation of Hong Kong's digital
infrastructure.
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Hong Kong Cybersecurity Attack and Defence
Drill 2025

Organised by the Digital Policy Office and co-organised by the
Cyber Security and Technology Crime Bureau of the Hong Kong
Police Force, Cyberport, HKIRC, and the Hong Kong Institute of
Information Technology, the Hong Kong Cybersecurity Attack and
Defence Drill 2025 successfully concluded on 12 October 2025.

The drill adopted a “real personnel, real network, real combat”
approach to rigorously test the defense capabilities of government
departments and public organisations. It conducted in-depth
examinations of relevant systems and identified potential security
vulnerabilities, embodying the principle of defending through
attack.

Building on the success of Hong Kong's first real-world cybersecurity
drill last year, this year’s exercise was significantly expanded in scale
and scope, covering more public services. It brought together
experienced cybersecurity institutions and higher education
bodies from both Hong Kong and Chinese Mainland, highlighting
the strong collaboration and exchange between the two regions in
advancing cybersecurity.

Cyber Security Staff Awareness Recognition
Scheme 2025

The Cyber Security Staff Awareness Recognition Scheme 2025,
jointly organised by HKIRC and the ISACA China Hong Kong
Chapter, was successfully concluded with its awards presentation
ceremony held on 6 November 2025. This year’s programme
achieved another milestone, with participation from around 100
organisations, representing a 20% year-on-year increase, of which
approximately 40% were first-time participants. Participating
organisations came from a wide range of sectors, including
banking, property management, retail, public bodies, non-profit
organisations, and the education sector, fully demonstrating
the growing importance of cybersecurity awareness across
all industries. Around 61% of participating enterprises and
organisations adopted the free resources provided by HKIRC to
strengthen cybersecurity training, with adoption among SMEs
reaching as high as 83%. This clearly highlights HKIRC’s important
role in supporting SMEs in building a strong “employee firewall”.
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Cybersecurity Symposium

Jointly organised by the Digital Policy Office and HKIRC, with
the Cyber Security and Technology Crime Bureau (CSTCB) of
the Hong Kong Police Force and the Hong Kong Cyber Security
Professionals Association as strategic partners, the Cybersecurity
Symposium successfully concluded on 20 January 2026.

The event attracted nearly 1,000 cybersecurity experts and
industry representatives from Chinese Mainland and Hong
Kong. Featuring eight keynote speeches and five round-table
discussions, the forum focused on topics such as emerging
technology risk management, cybersecurity trends and defense
strategies, protection of critical infrastructure computer systems,
and artificial intelligence. It fostered in-depth exchanges and
collaboration between experts from both regions, jointly advancing
the development of local cybersecurity resilience.

Cybersec Training Hub

HKIRC places strong emphasis on the vertical development of
cybersecurity, with the goal of enhancing cybersecurity standards
from within organisations. Since the launch of the Cybersec
Training Hub, HKIRC has continuously optimized its content by
incorporating a wide range of trending topics. As of 2025, more
than 410,000 employees have used the platform, reflecting strong
market demand for this type of training.

Cybersec Infohub

The Cybersec Infohub, co-partnered with the Digital Policy Office
aims to promote closer collaboration among local information
security stakeholders of different sectors to share cybersecurity
information and jointly defend against cyber-attacks. Over the
past year, the Cybersec Infohub organised numerous member
events, drawing more than 1,500 participants. As of 2025, the
total number of member organisations surpasses 3,000.
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Strengthening Cybersecurity in Education

HKIRC, in collaboration with the Information Technology Education
Leaders Association, launched the Hong Kong School Cybersecurity
Guidelines for the first time. The guidelines provide comprehensive
measures to address cybersecurity risks in the education sector,
covering both external and internal protection. They highlight
four key areas: cybersecurity infrastructure, staff training and
awareness, incident response and recovery, and business
continuity. These practical recommendations help schools
establish robust cybersecurity frameworks and strengthen Hong
Kong’s overall cyber defense capabilities in the education sector.

The Guardians of the Dataverse 2025 |G Reels Creation
Competition also concluded successfully, with more than 3,700
students enthusiastically participating and showcasing their
cybersecurity knowledge through creative short videos. Building
on last year’s success, this year’s competition further encouraged
young students to integrate cybersecurity awareness into their
daily lives via popular short video platforms, fostering continuous
awareness and responsible digital behavior among younger
generations.

Digital Accessibility Recognition Scheme

The 2024-2025 Digital Accessibility Recognition Scheme held its
award presentation ceremony on 19 May 2025 at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre. The scheme aims to promote
digital inclusion, ensuring that people from all walks of life can
equally enjoy the convenience of the digital world. With the active
participation of enterprises and strong support from various
organisations, the scheme achieved remarkable results this year,
with both participation and award numbers recording significant
growth, further realizing the vision of advancing digital inclusion.

This year’s scheme received an enthusiastic response, reflecting
society’s increasing emphasis on digital accessibility. The number
of awards reached a record high, with 440 websites and 102 mobile
applications recognized. Notably, a new Elderly-friendly award was
introduced, with 119 websites and applications receiving this honor.
This addition directly addresses the needs of an ageing society and
promotes a more inclusive digital environment.

Among different industries, transportation, media, and public
services stood out with outstanding performance. Participation
and award numbers in these sectors showed significant increases
In terms of award growth,
transportation rose by 70%, media by 33%, and public services by
23%, underscoring the strong commitment and active engagement

compared with previous years.

of these industries.
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Promoting Digital Inclusion

In addition to the Digital Accessibility Recognition Scheme, HKIRC
actively seizes different opportunities to promote the value and
importance of digital inclusion to the wider community. Through
forums, seminars, and public education initiatives, HKIRC
advocates for equal access to digital services and highlights the
role of digital inclusion within the ESG (Environmental, Social, and
Governance) framework, underscoring its significance in corporate
social responsibility and sustainable development.

HKIRC is committed to raising public awareness of digital inclusion
and encouraging enterprises and organisations to design digital
services that cater to the needs of diverse groups, including the
elderly, persons with disabilities, and disadvantaged communities.
By fostering cross-sector collaboration and continuous advocacy,
HKIRC aims to build a more inclusive and sustainable digital
ecosystem, ensuring that technology truly serves as a driving
force for social progress.

Environmental Protection and Sustainability

HKIRC recognises the need to be environmentally friendly and
sustainable as we strive to minimise the negative impact of
our business development on the environment. We place great
importance on integrating sustainable concepts of environmental
protection and energy saving into our business development
process. HKIRC is a strong supporter of emission reduction
and energy saving, and has adopted LED lighting in the office,
and encourages employees to switch off their computers or set
them to sleep mode when they leave the office and switch off all
nonessential electronic and lighting equipment to save energy.

To reduce waste and protect the environment, we also promote
a paperless office environment with interactive whiteboards and
digital filing to minimise paper consumption. Recycling areas have
been set up in offices to facilitate the recycling of wastepaper,
and HKIRC has introduced environmentally friendly measures
and ensured that our staff follow the best industry-recognised
practices in order to save energy and reduce waste, and to
achieve our sustainability targets.
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Active Participation in Industry Events

HKIRC is committed to being a leader in the internet domain
industry, actively engaging in industry activities and promotional
initiatives, as well as participating in regional and international
forums. By closely monitoring both local and global developments,
we continuously refine our strategies for promoting domain names
and advancing our public mission initiatives in response to the
rapidly evolving market environment. Leveraging Hong Kong’s
geographic advantages, our goal is to foster a safer and more
stable internet ecosystem, enhancing the overall experience for
users across the region.

To further strengthen regional collaboration, HKIRC signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Macau Productivity and
Technology Transfer Center to deepen cooperation in cybersecurity
training and enterprise digital transformation. A delegation from
the Centre visited Hong Kong to exchange views on training
mechanisms and best practices in digital transformation,
reinforcing cross-border collaboration in cybersecurity across the
Guangdong-Hong Kong—-Macau Greater Bay Area.

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and
Numbers (ICANN)

The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN), headquartered in Los Angeles, USA, is a non-profit
organisation comprising a wide range of stakeholders, whose
primary mission is to maintain the security and stability of the
Internet Protocol Address (IP Address) and Domain Name System
(DNS), to allocate IP addresses and to administer top-level
domains, etc.

HKIRC was invited to attend the ICANN Community Forum and
Meetings, where we had the opportunity to share and exchange
insights on the latest domain and internet trends and technologies
with internet experts from around the world. This conference
allowed HKIRC to connect with representatives of top-level
domains from various countries and regions. HKIRC looks forward
to engaging in deeper internet-related exchanges with more
friendly countries and regions. Our goal is to foster collaboration
and communication to effectively convey the story of Hong Kong.
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Asia Pacific Top Level Domain Organisation
(APTLD)

The Asia Pacific Top Level Domain Organisation (APTLD) is a
regional international body comprising members from country
code Top Level Domain (ccTLD) administrations across the Asia
Pacific. Its mission is to facilitate the exchange of knowledge and
experience among domain name administrators in the region, with
the goal of achieving world-class standards of governance.

HKIRC was invited to participate in the APTLD meeting held
in Belgrade, Serbia and in Amman, Jordan. During the events,
HKIRC shared its cybersecurity programmes and best practices in
enhancing cybersecurity for SMEs with over 200 industry experts
and participants from around the world, contributing to regional
dialogue and collaboration on strengthening digital resilience.

CDNC

The Chinese Domain Name Co-ordination Consortium (CDNC)
is an independent, non-profit organisation that promotes the
communication and co-ordination of technical standards and
policies for the Chinese Domain Name System. CDNC was
established in 2000 by CNNIC (China Internet Network Information
Centre), TWNIC (Taiwan Network Information Centre), HKIRC
and MONIC (Macao Internet Network Information Centre). With
the continued assistance of language experts, more Hong Kong
characters have been included in the domain name registry. In
addition, with the concerted efforts of CDNC members, global
email servers now support Chinese language email addresses,
and CDNC members will continue to work hard to promote the
increased adoption of Chinese language domain names globally.
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Highlights Of the Year
FREER

HKIRC Annual General Meeting
HKIRC BEFEKRE

HKIRC signed MoU with The Federation of
Hong Kong Industries

HEBIXBERESFETER

2025 R ZREESIBNG

Digital Accessibility Recognition Scheme 2024-2025 Awards Presentation Ceremony
2024 = 2025 FE YN EER B3 BEE

f e : - B HKIRC Signed MoU with Macau Productivity and
HKIRC Signed MoU with the AALCO HKRAC Technology Transfer Centre

BT I E BB RO EE A (RS HEPIEEH BN EEBTOEE SRS
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Highlights Of the Year
FIZ6E 2R

Cyber Attack and Defence Elite
Training cum Tournament 2025
MAEZIBR B IRIE B BIBH AE 2025

Press Conference to Launch The Hong Kong
School Cybersecurity Guide
(BRBERBEZ2IEE) &g

Cybersecurity Initiatives Briefing for the
Second Half of 2025
2025 THERELZLEREIENS
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HKIRC Member 4 %"
Networking Event
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2025 China Cybersecurity Week Hong Kong Sub-forum
2025 FRIRM@EZLEBEA—& BN wE
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Highﬂghts Of the Year
FREEER 2@25 EXAE%LEERE wm

CHINA CYBERSECURITY WEEK

MIBEEAAR WEEEﬂAR@RE*HZﬁ@ﬂ‘*EEE&)ﬁ

Hong Kong Cybersecurity Industry Delegations
Attended the 2025 China Cybersecurity Week
main venue events in Kunming
EEMAEZEXANREEFEERBRETN
2025 FRIRMEEZEEERATEHEE

Hong Kong Cybersecurity Attack and Defence Drill 2025 Hong Kong Education City Signed MoU with HKIRC
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Cyber Security Staff Awareness Recognition Scheme 2025/26
THEZESTR AN 25TstE] 2025/26
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Cybersecurity Symposium
PEZ2REMmE
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